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“WHAT DOES A CAMPUS MINISTER DO ALL SUMMER?” 
 

If you’re like Mitty Toon, you may have been wondering what a Campus Minister does all summer, 
since there aren’t too many college students around.  That’s what Mitty asked me last Sunday over 
lunch at Calhoun’s on the River.  
 

In response, I confessed to her, “I sleep in and play lots of disc golf.”   
 

If you have a sense of humor like Mitty, then you know I was just messing with her.  It’s a good     
question.  So much so, I thought it warranted an article in the Campus Corner, since a lot of people 
may be wondering the same thing.  So, here’s a rundown of some of the things I’ve been up to.   
 
Meetings (and lots of eating out) 
 

 Aside from staff meetings on Tuesdays, I’ve spent plenty of one-on-one time with Mark Smith, Mike 
Buckely, Connie Harrell, and Joyce Troxler, since arriving on July 1st, all to discuss things pertain-
ing to the Christian Student Center.    

 Breakfast with David Keim (Laurel’s deacon of Campus Ministry) who has agreed to teach the      
Sunday morning College Bible Class on The Book of Acts, beginning August 23rd. 

 Breakfast with Anthony Fuller to brainstorm how we might add more parking spaces at the CSC. 
 Lunch with Joe Durnin, Anthony Fuller and Rhett Priode (Youth & College Minister at West End 

Church of Christ) to discuss West End’s involvement with the CSC.   
 Lunch with Mark Smith and John Waters to discuss the Adopt-A-Student program and discipleship 

curriculum. 
 Dinner at the Troxler’s with Lance Boyd, John Auxier, Ingrid Ruffin, Brad White, and Scott Stewart 

(David Keim and Keith Carver were not able to come), to discuss past and future Bible study  
teaching opportunities at the CSC.  

 Breakfast with Greg Bell to discuss designs for the new CSC shirts, banner, and outdoor sign. 
 Dinner with Jake & Sarah Jordan, the new tenants in the CSC apartment, who agreed to facilitate a 

discussion group for graduate students in their apartment after Encounter on Thursday nights. 
 Lunch with Doug Woodall and Norm Harrell, to discuss the participation of Laurel members and   

students from the CSC and Johnson University, in the FriendSpeak program.   
 Skype meetings with CSC President, Jordan Andershock, and Vice President, Gus Woolever, to     

discuss the formation of CSC’s Student Leadership Team.   
 Conference call with the Campus for Christ board on which I serve, to discuss the upcoming           

national conference, which I’m attending this weekend in Austin, TX. 
 

I also have a few more meetings around the corner including: 
 Lunch with Tim Wilson of Hardin Valley Church of Christ, to discuss the Water Skiing outing their 

church is hosting for the CSC on August 22nd.  He has also arranged for me to preach at Hardin   
Valley on September 9.   

 Meeting with Alice Ann Moore and the Endowment Board to discuss fundraising for the CSC.  



Projects & Planning 
 

There are a number of projects I’ve been working on too, many with the help of Joyce Troxler.  
These include plans to repaint the Annex at the CSC; building a mail sorter and membership wall; 
preparing to launch the new Student Library; sending letters and calendars to incoming freshmen 
and their parents; writing the Campus Corner; designing a new CSC logo and website; reserving a 
camp, lining up cooks and a guest speaker for our Fall Retreat; planning Kick-Off Events for the 
first two weeks of school, including the invitation of UT’s mascot and Peyton Manning (which I was 
joking about, but Joyce invited anyway. He can’t make it this time).   
 

Still On The To Do List 
 

Aside from the busy work of logging hours, turning in receipts, responding to emails and phone 
calls, there are many things left on my To Do List to keep me occupied between now and August 
19th .   These include writing curriculum; preparing for Orange Sunday (August 16) and the sermon 
I’ll be preaching at Laurel the following week; designing and printing material such as posters,   
fliers, calendars, handbooks, sign-up sheets, and booth displays; and finally, gearing up for the 
Student Leadership Retreat that will be held at the Troxler’s house, August 16-17, at which time, 
all 10 Student Leaders will join me in planning specific outreach events and ministry opportunities 
offered this fall.   
 

So, while I have managed to play two rounds of disc golf, I haven’t been at a loss for things to do.  
I want to thank my amazing wife for her patience during this busy time.  We’re both looking     
forward to a more consistent schedule, come September.    
 

I also owe a big shout out to Joyce Troxler, who does SO MUCH behind the scenes.  I couldn’t ask 
for a better Administrative Assistant!  She even edited this article.     
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